Pembroke Center Research Seminar 
Postdoctoral Fellowship Application 2011-2012

Enclosed are application materials for the 2011-12 post-doctoral fellowships at the Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women.  There is a one-page application form and a recommendation form to be sent to three referees.  To complete your application, please send the following to reach us by December 10, 2010: 

Seven copies of the following:

• Application form

• Project statement of five typed pages

• Representative bibliography

• Curriculum vitae

• Course proposal with a sample reading list*

*The course should be designed as an undergraduate seminar, meeting twice a week.  The topic need not intersect with the seminar theme.  It should be related to your own discipline and training.  It would be listed in Gender and Sexuality Studies and should involve in some way questions of gender and/or sexuality, though those need not be the primary focus.  

We have enclosed a copy of the announcement describing the theme of the research project for 2011-12 and qualifications for the post-doctoral fellows.  In evaluating applications, we will be particularly interested in your project statement.  Our theme is deliberately broad, though focused on language.  We are looking for projects that address the problem imaginatively, that are interdisciplinary in conceptualization, and that demonstrate a theoretical interest in the topic.  The project statement should discuss the questions you address, the methods you use to study them, the theoretical underpinnings of your approach, your sources, and the likely outcome of the research.  We would like to know what stage of the research or writing will be carried out at the Pembroke Center.  And we would like an indication of why participation in an interdisciplinary seminar might be useful for your research.

The Pembroke Postdoctoral Fellowships are residential grants which provide office space at the Pembroke Center.  Recipients are expected to reside in the Providence area, attend the weekly research seminars and associated events, including regular lunches with the seminar and its guests, and the other resident fellows, and teach one undergraduate course.  

Please send your referees a copy of our announcement and your project statement.  Letters of reference should be returned by their authors directly to the Pembroke Center by December 10, 2010.

2011-12 Pembroke Center Postdoctoral Fellowships

“The Question of Consent”

Seminar Leader Suzanne Stewart-Steinberg
Associate Professor of Italian Studies and Comparative Literature
Chesler-Mallow Senior Faculty Research Fellow, Pembroke Center

The idea of consent has always been fundamental to the notion of a just and democratic order. It is at the core of the social contract, indeed of any legal contract, thereby presupposing a free individual capable of engaging in contractual agreements. Consent is at the basis of liberalism and of a free economy. In this sense, consent is tightly linked to the idea of desires that can be met by way of claims made on the basis of natural, political, or ethical rights.

At the same time, it has been argued that consent historically carries with it another, darker sphere. How to understand the notion of freely given “consent” when it leads to the subject’s exclusion, exploitation, or injury of some sort? How to think about the conditions under which people participate in their own subjugation, whether in an economic-political context, or in private and sexual contexts? How to explore the question of repression, in both the political and psychoanalytic senses?

This seminar will explore the complicated relations that the idea of consent evokes: is it the promise or fulfillment of a desire, or a submission to boundaries? Does it speak to contractual obligations and rights, or does it invoke the specter of ideology, of blindness, and therefore of an unfulfilled promise? Does consent speak to the fulfillment of desires and fantasies, or does it instead use those same fantasies and desires to harmful ends? Is consent founded in some residue of biological/neurological mechanisms that protect the human species; does it find an adequate place in a “survival of the fittest” paradigm, or does it belong, after all, in the enlightened realm of reason?

Finally, if the idea of consent has been fundamental to the notion of a free and democratic society, it has also functioned as an organizing principle of what we think of as knowledge: free enquiry, free speech, and the organization of many different knowledges into distinctive domains. Indeed, the very idea of free consent has been predicated on the possibility that multiple knowledges may in fact exist – and maybe should exist.

We seek applicants from across the disciplines to explore these questions from a variety of perspectives.
Post Doctoral Fellowships 

We welcome applications from all scholars who do not hold a tenured position. This is a residential fellowship. Fellows participate weekly in the Pembroke Seminar, teach one undergraduate course, and pursue individual research.  Brown University is an EEO/AA employer. The Center strongly encourages underrepresented minority scholars to apply. The term of appointment is July 1, 2011-June 30, 2012.  The stipend is $50,000, plus a supplement for health and dental insurance.
Application forms may be obtained at www.pembrokecenter.org. Questions should be directed to Donna_Goodnow@brown.edu.  Please send completed application packages to Box 1958, Brown University, Providence, RI 02912 (regular mail); or Pembroke Center, Pembroke Hall, 172 Meeting Street, Providence, RI 02912 (express mail). The deadline for receipt of applications is December 10, 2010. Selections will be announced in March.

Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women

APPLICATION FOR POST DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP, 2011-12
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	1. 



	2. 



	3. 





Title of Proposed Research Project:


Brief abstract of Proposed Research Project (use only space below)

Pembroke Center for Teaching and Research on Women

Confidential Report on Applicant for Post-Doctoral Fellowship, 2011-12

Applicant Name (Last, First)




 
Date


Name of Referee






Title


Institution 


Address

TO THE REFEREE:  The above named applicant has been asked to send you this form together with a description of a proposed research project.  We would appreciate receiving your evaluation of the candidate's proposed research and of his or her ability to carry it out in the context of the Pembroke Center's interdisciplinary seminar on “The Question of Consent.”  Please mail your report to reach us by December 10, 2010, to Postdoctoral Fellowships, Pembroke Center, Box l958, Brown University, Providence, RI  02912.

